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GLOSSARY  

 
PURSE — In the last century, the term purse came to mean the container or bag carried by women to hold 

personal items while traveling outside the home.  Historically, however, purse has also been used 
to reference the container used by both men and women to carry money. Today we more often 
refer to these items as a coin purse, and for those forms used by men they have largely evolved 
into wallets, billfolds and money clips. 

 
POCKETBOOK — Depending on how old you are and/or where you grew up, you may also use the term 

pocketbook when referring to a woman’s purse.  This term likely grew out of the purse’s role as a 
replacement for the voluminous pockets tied inside women’s dresses in earlier centuries. 

 
*************************************************** ************************* 
 
Some purses are described by how they are carried:  
 
CLUTCH — a handle-less purse that is carried clutched under the arm or held in the hand 
 
BACKPACK — a purse designed to be worn on the back with two straps over the shoulders 
 
FANNYPACK — a purse designed to be worn around the waist either to the front or back 
 
FINGER RING BAG — a purse that is carried by a small ring or rings designed to slip over a finger 
 
HANDBAG — now used as generic term for almost any kind of purse, but originally meant purses carried 

in the hand or over an arm 
 
SHOULDER BAG — a purse with a long strap or chain suitable for carrying over one shoulder 
 
 
*************************************************** ************************* 
 
Some purses take their names from objects whose shapes they mimic:   
 
BARREL BAG — a cylindrical purse with a stiff shape resembling a barrel 
 
BUCKET BAG — a round flat-bottomed purse, often open at the top 
 
ENVELOPE BAG — a flat, rectangular form of purse shaped like an envelope, usually with a flap closing 

at the top 
 
LUNCHBOX BAG — a purse shaped like or made from a traditional oblong lunch box with a domed lid 
 
MELON BAG — a purse with a rounded bulging shape resembling a small melon 
 
PANCAKE BAG — a purse constructed of two flat circles resembling pancakes 
 
 
*************************************************** ************************* 
 
Some purses have names that evolved from French fashion terms: 
 
CHATELAINE — a purse worn clipped to the belt much like the key rings worn by the head of the 

household or chatelaine of the castle 
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MINAUDIERE — a small, metal or jeweled, box-like purse usually carried in the evening 
 
POCHETTE — a very small purse resembling a little pocket 
 
RETICULE — a pouch shaped purse closing with a drawstring, usually referring to the style carried in the 

19th century 
 
 
*************************************************** ************************* 
 
Some purses have names that evolved from their resemblance to certain pieces of luggage: 
 
HOBO BAG — a soft-sided somewhat oversized purse that can be easily slung over a shoulder like the bag 

a hobo might throw together  
 
MESSENGER BAG — a purse designed to be worn across the chest like a bicycle messenger’s bag 
 
SADDLE BAG — a purse with a form resembling bags carried over the back of a horse 
 
SATCHEL — a purse shaped like a small suitcase, usually made of some type of leather or skin 
 
VANITY BAG/ VANITY CASE — a stiff-sided box-like bag with specially fitted compartments for make-

up, usually with a mirror inside 
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